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PPS RECORDS FOR 
400-402 LLOYD AVENUE 

(Address Changed from 398-402 Lloyd Avenue in 1938)  
PLAT 39, LOT 165 

(Formerly Plat 39, Lots 161 and 43) 
 

CATHERINE O’GORMAN HOUSE 
Built 1911 

Architect J. F. O’Malley 
Builder J.F. O’Gorman Co. 

 
 
DESCRIPTION: 
 
400-402 Lloyd Avenue is a 2-1/2 story two-family residence with red brick on its first story and 
stucco above, a dormered hip roof, and a front porch borne on sturdy square piers.  A “fraternal 
twin” to the two-family house next door at 404-408 Lloyd (both built the same year by the same 
owner, architect, and builder), both houses share the same plan but their exterior treatments are 
different:  this one is in the Tudor Revival style, with diamond-paned windows, exposed rafter 
ends, and half timbering.  (The twin at 404-408 Lloyd resembles an English bungalow.)  Built as 
rental property, both houses “illustrate the increasing homogenization of middle-income 
domestic architecture in the early 20th century [and] in a sense … presage[s] the tract houses of 
mid-20th century suburbia: identical inside and decked out with connotative historicizing detail on 
the outside.” 

Providence:  A Citywide Survey of Historic Resources, by Edward F. Sanderson and 
Wm. MacKenzie Woodward, 1986, p. 196.  Note this book lists the name of these two 
double houses as “Clement D. Gorman Houses, ca. 1914.” 

 
The house stands on a 6,010 square foot corner lot on the north side of Lloyd Avenue and the 
east side Miles Avenue.  The lot measures about 60 feet wide on Lloyd and 100 feet deep on 
Miles.  
 
The address 398 Lloyd was used from 1911-1938; the address 400 Lloyd first appears in city 
directories in 1931-32.  For the period 1931-1938, the addresses 398, 400, and 402 Lloyd all 
referred to this building. 
 
HISTORY: 
 
In 1910 Catherine O’Gorman, wife of Thomas A. O’Gorman and resident of 215 Doyle Avenue 
in Providence, purchased the entire block bounded by Lloyd, Miles, President and Elmgrove 
Avenues, which was then all vacant land.  In 1911, Mrs. O’Gorman built two double houses on 
Lloyd Avenue as rental property. (She also owned several other commercial properties in this 
block, including the Miles Avenue Garage and the Elmgrove Apartments, both built by 1918.)   
Mrs. O’Gorman never actually lived in this building, although she and her husband did reside at 
408 Lloyd from 1927 until her death in 1933; he lived at 408 Lloyd another 3 years and then 
moved to 400 Lloyd, where he lived from 1937-1943. 
 
This house stood vacant for two years after its construction until its first tenant, Gustavus Taylor, 
moved into Unit #402 in 1913.  Mr. Taylor, a partner in the investment securities firm of Taylor 
and Carmichael, with offices at 171 Westminster Street downtown, lived here until 1920.  Unit 
#398 remained empty until 1917, when William Fred Hazelton, a general agent with a business 
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address of 19 Journal Building, moved in for one year, followed by Victor F. Thomas, who may 
have been retired (his profession is not indicated in any city directories).  Catherine O’Gorman 
died in 1933, but her family continued to operate the house as rental property until the late 
1960s. 
 
The building was converted to two condominium units in 1993.  The current owners (as of 1997) 
of Unit #400 are Robert E. Fontaine Jr. and Tetsu Hara.  The current owners (as of 2001) of 
Unit #402 are Melver and Maria Anderson.   
 
 
DEVELOPMENT CONTEXT1: 
 
In the 18th century, Moses Brown’s Elm Grove Farm covered more than 300 acres on 
Providence’s East Side:  bounded by today’s East Manning and Pitman Streets on the south, 
Laurel Avenue on the north, Arlington Avenue, Lloyd Avenue and Hope Street on the west, and 
the Seekonk River on the east.   (Brown’s country home once stood near the intersection of 
today’s Humboldt and Wayland Avenues.) One of four brothers in a very wealthy and prominent 
family, Moses Brown was a Quaker and abolitionist.  Among his many accomplishments, he 
helped to found a boarding school for Quaker youth (now the Moses Brown School), and he 
was a primary sponsor of Samuel Slater’s cotton mill in Pawtucket, which brought the Industrial 
Revolution to America.  
 
Moses Brown died in 1836, leaving the farmstead to his granddaughter Anna Almy Jenkins; in 
1856 her two surviving children split the estate in half, divided at Angell and South Angell 
Streets.  Anna’s son Moses Brown Jenkins took the northern portion of the estate, and in 1865 
subdivided it for residential development as the Elm Grove Farm Plat.  In 1868, the entire Elm 
Grove Farm Plat (over 6 million square feet of land) was sold to Charles C. and Henry M. Taber 
of New York City (Deed Book 184, Page 74).  The Tabers replatted their land as the Moses 
Brown Farm Plat in 1870, and twice again in 1872 and 1891. The Tabers remained major East 
Side landowners for more than three decades, gradually selling off hundreds of vacant lots to 
individual owners and to real estate speculators; Taber Avenue is named for them.   
 
The lot on which 400-402 Lloyd Avenue now stands remained vacant until 1911, despite 
changing hands a number of times.  It was not until public transportation and residential utilities 
(water, sewer, electricity, telephone lines) became available on the East Side in the late 19th and 
early 20th century that this previously undeveloped area became more desirable for housing 
construction.  By 1908, water and sewer services and the Elmgrove Avenue streetcar line were 
available to this property, and the house was built shortly thereafter.  
 
 
DESIGNATIONS   
 
This house is not located within either a National Register Historic District or a locally 
designated historical district overlay zone. 
 
 

 
1 From “Historic and Architectural Resources of the East Side, Providence,” by Robert Owen Jones, 
published by the R.I. Historical Preservation & Heritage Commission, 1989; and previous PPS Marker 
Reports. 
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RECORDS (All Records were found in Providence City Hall unless otherwise noted). 
 
Maps and Atlases  
 
1798:  “A Map of Owners of Lots in Providence,” compiled by Henry B. Chace in 1912:  Plate V 
shows the land area north of the “Road to the Central Bridge” (now Angell Street).  Lloyd 
Avenue east of Hope Street did not exist at this time.  The site of 400-402 Lloyd was part of 
Moses Brown’s 300-plus acre farm. (Archives) 
 
1865:  “The Elm Grove Farm Plat Belonging to Moses B. Jenkins,” surveyed and drawn by 
Charles E. Paine, recorded in Plat Book 8, Page 15, and copied on Plat Card 215.  This plat 
contained over 6.3 million square feet of land, and was divided into three tracts numbered 1, 2 
and 3.  Tract #1 (over 3.26 million sq. ft.) was bounded by Wayland Avenue on the east, Angell 
Street on the south, Asylum Street (now Arlington Avenue) on the west, and by land of various 
other property owners on the north.  No buildings are shown on this map. (Registry of Deeds) 
 
1870:  “The Moses Brown Farm Plat,” surveyed and drawn by Charles E. Paine, recorded in 
Plat Book 11, Page 2, copied on plat card 281. Shows the block bounded by President (N), 
Elmgrove (E), Lloyd (S) and Taber (W) Avenues, containing eight lots numbered 52-59, all 
roughly 17,000 square feet.  Lots #56 and 57 at the southeast corner of Lloyd and Elmgrove 
measured 100 feet on Lloyd Avenue and about 170 feet deep; no buildings are shown.  The 
map notes that “purchasers of lots are prohibited from placing any buildings on this plat with 20 
feet of any street or avenue, and all their deeds are subject to this agreement.”  (Registry of 
Deeds) 
 
1872:  “The Moses Brown Farm Plat,” surveyed and drawn by Cushing & Co., recorded in Plat 
Book 11, Page 10, copied on plat card 286.  Shows the same layout and configuration as on the 
Paine plat map of 1870; no buildings are shown. (Registry of Deeds) 
 
1875:  “Atlas of the City of Providence,” by G.M. Hopkins Co., Vol. 1 (Wards 1, 2, and 3), Plate J 
shows the block bounded by Lloyd, Taber, President, and Elmgrove Avenues.  Miles Avenue 
did not exist at this time. The entire block is vacant land, divided into 8 lots consistent with the 
Moses Brown Farm Plat of 1872.  Lots #56 and #57 near the corner of Lloyd and Elmgrove both 
measure 17,000 sq.ft., owned by C.C. and H.M. Taber.  (Archives) 
 
1882:  “Atlas of the City of Providence” by G.M. Hopkins Co., Plate 4, shows the same 
configuration and conditions as indicated on the 1875 atlas.  Neither the owners’ names nor any 
lot sizes are indicated on this map. (Archives) 
   
1891:  “The Moses Brown Farm Replat,” surveyed and drawn by Charles E. Paine, recorded in 
Plat Book 19, Page 17, copied on plat card 640.  Shows Miles Avenue cut through between 
Lloyd and President Avenues.  The block bounded by Lloyd, Miles, President and Elmgrove 
Avenues contains 14 lots, four of them fronting on Lloyd.  Lots #205 (at the corner of Lloyd and 
Miles) and #204 (one lot to the east) each measure 40 feet wide by 100 feet deep, and contain 
4,000 sq. ft. of land.  These two lots would later be combined, and reduced in area, as the site 
of 400-402 Lloyd Avenue. 
 
1895:  “Atlas of the City of Providence” by Everts & Richards, Plate 32, shows the same 
configuration and conditions as indicated on the 1882 atlas.  Neither the owners’ names nor any 
lot sizes are indicated on this map. The entire block remains undeveloped, but sewer lines have 
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begun to appear on Elmgrove Avenue and a street railway line now runs on Angell Street, 7 
blocks to the south of this property. (Archives) 
 
1902:  Assessors Plat Maps, Plat 39 shows the block bounded by Lloyd, Miles, President and 
Elmgrove Avenues.  The lot at the corner of Lloyd and Miles is numbered #161 and measures 
4,000 sq.ft.  Immediately abutting it on the east are Lots #43 and #44, both also 4,000 sq. ft.  
(The lot on which 400-402 Lloyd now stands once contained a total of 12,000 sq. ft.  Today, it 
contains 6,010 sq.ft.: all of Lot #161 and part of Lot #43.  These lots were combined in the 
1930s and renumbered as Lot #165, which is the current lot number in Plat 39.)  (Archives) 
 
1908:  “Atlas of the City of Providence” by L.J. Richards Co., plate 6:  shows the entire block 
bounded by Lloyd, Miles, President and Elmgrove as vacant land owned by “Rogers.”  Four lots 
face Lloyd Avenue:  the three from Miles Avenue east measure 4,000 sq. ft. each, while the one 
at the corner of Lloyd and Elmgrove measures 6,000 sq.ft. (Archives) 
 
1918:  “Atlas of the City of Providence” by G.M. Hopkins Co., Plate 21:  shows houses at #398 
Lloyd and #404 Lloyd, standing together on a 12,000 sq.ft. lot.  This lot and most of the rest of 
the block (including the Miles Ave. Garage and the Elmgrove Apartments) were owned by C. 
O’Gorman.  The atlas refers to the M.B. Farm Replat on Card 640. (Archives) 
 
1926:  “Atlas of the City of Providence” by G.M. Hopkins Co., Plate 21: shows houses at #398 
and #404-406 Lloyd standing together on a 12,840 sq.ft. lot owned by “Cath. O’Gorman.”  The 
atlas refers to the M.B. Farm Replat on Card 640. (Archives) 
 
1937:  “Atlas of the City of Providence” by G.M. Hopkins Co., Plate 21:  shows the houses at 
400-402 Lloyd and 404-408 Lloyd standing on a 12,000 sq. ft. lot.  Both houses and most of the 
block continued to be owned by Catherine Realty Co.  The atlas refers to the M.B. Farm Replat 
on Card 640. (Archives) 
 
Intent to Build Records (Archives) 
 
Permit #557:  On April 19, 1910 a permit was granted to Mrs. Catherine O’Gorman of 215 Doyle 
Avenue to construct two 2-1/2 story 2-family dwellings at the corner of Miles and Lloyd Avenues.   
The estimated construction cost was $19,000 (see tax records, page 5).  The architect was J.F. 
O’Malley and the builder was J.F. O’Gorman Co.  
 
Deeds (Registry of Deeds) 
 
Deed Book 502, Page 369:  On July 16, 1909, John F. Rogers of Providence sold to Fred 
Thornton of Providence, for $100, a parcel of land bounded by Elmgrove, Lloyd, Miles and 
President Avenues, containing 14 lots as shown on the Moses Brown Farm Replat of 1891, 
including lots #204 and 205.  The deed does not refer to any buildings on this land. 
 
Deed Book 502, Page 370:  On July 17, 1909, Fred Thornton of Providence sold to Helen 
Agnes McGovern of Providence, for $100, the 14 lots that he had purchased the day before in 
the block bounded by Elmgrove, Lloyd, Miles and President Avenues. 
 
Deed Book 509, Page 360:  On March 3, 1910, Helen Agnes McGovern of Providence sold to 
Catherine O’Gorman, wife of Thomas A. O’Gorman of Providence, for $100, 14 lots in the block 
bounded by Elmgrove, Lloyd, Miles and President Avenues.  The deed does not mention any 
buildings on this land. 
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Directories (Archives) 
 
Providence City Directories (residents listed alphabetically by last name) 
 
1912  Thomas A. O’Gorman resided at 215 Doyle Avenue (wife Catherine is not listed). 
  Gustavus Taylor (Taylor & Carmichael, investment securities, 171 Westminster 
   St.) lived at 384 Lloyd Avenue. 
 
1913-1920 Gustavus Taylor (same business address) lived at 402 Lloyd Avenue. 
 
 
1917  Wm. F. Hazelton (general agent, 19 Journal Building) lived at 398 Lloyd.  He is 

not previously listed as a resident of Providence. 
 
1918  Wm. F. Hazelton moved to 62 University Avenue.  Victor F. Thomas lived at 398 

Lloyd. 
 
1927-1936 Thomas A. and Catherine O’Gorman lived at 408 Lloyd.  Catherine O’Gorman 
   died April 29, 1933. 
 
1937-1943 Thomas A. O’Gorman lived at 400 Lloyd Avenue.  The address 398 Lloyd  
   disappears from the house directory in 1938. 
 
Providence House Directories (houses listed by street address) 
 
1915-1916 First mention of the addresses 398 and 402 Lloyd Avenue.  #398 is listed as 
   vacant.  “Gustaf” Taylor lived at #402. 
 
1916-1917 W. Fred Hazelton, general agent, lived at 398 Lloyd.  Gustavus Taylor, broker, 
   and Mrs. Thomas N. Burnell, boarded, lived at 402 Lloyd. 
 
1918-1919 Victor F. Thomas lived at 398 Lloyd.  Gustavus Taylor lived at 402 Lloyd.   
   (Both moved out by 1921.) 
 
1931-1932 First mention of the address 400 Lloyd.  (The address 398 Lloyd continues to 
   be listed until 1935, the last year this directory was published separately  

from the city directory.) 
 
Tax Records (Archives) 
 
1910  Catherine O’Gorman, wife of Thomas A. O’Gorman of 215 Doyle Avenue, 

owned Plat 39, Lots 43 and 161.  Lot 43 was assessed at $1,000; Lot 161 was 
assessed at $2,120. 

 
1911  Catherine O’Gorman owned Plat 39, Lot 161 (Plat 39, Lot 43 is not listed under 

her or her husband’s name).  Lot 161 was assessed at $19,620, indicating that 
both double houses (398-402 and 404-408 Lloyd) had been constructed.  (Note 
this figure is consistent with the estimated cost of construction indicated on the 
1910 building permit – see above, page 4.)   
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1912  Catherine O’Gorman owned Plat 39, Lot 161 (Plat 39, Lot 43 is not listed under  
  her or her husband’s name).  Lot 161 was assessed at $2,120 for land and  
  $16,500 for buildings (total value:  $19,620).  
 
Assessor’s Field Cards  (Assessor’s Office) 
 
Field Card for AP 39, Lot 165:  LLOYD AVENUE 
[Note:  Previously Lots 161 and 43; those lot numbers later dropped from the assessor’s list, but 
these records are not consistent as to when the lots were dropped.  Owner names on the card 
for Lot 165 prior to 1916 do not apply to 400-402 Lloyd Avenue and were not listed here.] 
 
…Dropped as of June 15, 1916. 
Catherine Realty Co. owned the property as of February 1934. 
Emma M. O’Gorman owned the property as of December 1963. 
Joan F. O’Gorman owned the property as of Feb. 20, 1967 (refers to Deed Book 1141, Page 

361). 
Henry A. DeVona, Ronald N. Couture and Robert C. Easton as tenants in common owned  
 the property as of July 10, 1985 (DB 1298/237). 
Declaration of Condo Oct. 27, 1993 (DB 2840/198). 
Unit 400 owned by Gilbert M. Silveira and Thomas J. Keenan as joint tenants as of Nov. 24,  
 1993 (DB 2857/326); by Robert E. Fontaine J. and Gilbert M. Silveira as joint tenants  
 as of June 30, 1995 (DB 3157/289); and by Robert E. Fontaine Jr. and Tetsu Hara as  
 joint tenants as of December 22, 1997 (DB 3698/51). 
 
Unit 402 owned by Henry A. Devora as of November 30, 1993 (DB 2859/297); and by Melver 
 Anderson III and Maria Anderson as tenants in the entirety as of June 15, 2001. 
 
Field Card for AP 39, Lot 161:  LLOYD AVENUE 
Charles C. Taber heirs and Henry M. Taber Estate owned the property as of July 15, 1872. 
Mary and Charles Taber Trustees owned the property as of April 1, 1899. 
John F. Rogers owned the property as of November 1, 1899. 
Helen A. McGovern owned the property as of November 1, 1909 (DB 502/369 and 370). 
Catherine O’Gorman, wife of Thomas A. O’Gorman, owned the property as of May 2, 1910 

(DB 509/360). 
Catherine O’Gorman Estate owned the property as of June 15, 1934. 
Thomas A. O’Gorman owned the property as of December 1934. 
Catherine Realty Co. owned the property as of February 1937. 
Dropped as of December 1950.  
 
Field Card for AP 39, Lot 43:  MILES AVENUE 
Charles C. Taber heirs and Henry M. Taber Estate owned the property as of July 15, 1872. 
Mary and Charles Taber Trustees owned the property as of April 1, 1899. 
John F. Rogers owned the property as of November 1, 1899. 
Helen A. McGovern owned the property as of November 1, 1909 (DB 502/369 and 370). 
Catherine O’Gorman, wife of Thomas A. O’Gorman, owned the property as of May 2, 1910 

(DB 509/360). 
Dropped as of March 1, 1911. 
Catherine Realty Co. owned the property as of February 1934. 
Dropped as of March 1939. 
 

Research compiled by Kathryn J. Cavanaugh, December 2002 
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